Introduced by Council Member Schellenberg and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Hazouri, Boyer, Newby and Morgan:



RESOLUTION 2018-596
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING RYAN MURPHY FOR HIS OUTSTANDING SWIMMING PERFORMANCES AT THE 2018 USA SWIMMING NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP AND THE PAN-PACIFIC CHAMPIONSHIP; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ryan Murphy, a native of Illinois, is an American backstroker and world record holder in the 100 meter backstroke. He attended the Bolles School where he swam as a Shark under head coach Sergio Lopez. In his time as a Shark, Ryan broke 26 National Age Group Records in events such as the 100-meter and yard backstrokes, 200-meter and yard backstrokes, 200-yard IM, 400-yard IM, 200-meter butterfly, and 50-yard freestyle; and

WHEREAS, in Ryan Murphy’s first Olympic Games, he kept the United States 100 meter backstroke win streak alive, taking a gold medal and setting a new Olympic record to extend the U.S winning streak in the event to six. He pulled off the backstroke double when he won the 200 in 1:53.62 ahead of the 2015 World Champion, Mitch Larkin of Australia, and in the final swimming event of the 2016 Rio Games, Ryan joined Michael Phelps, Nathan Adrian and Cody Miller winning in the 4×100 meter medley relay. In a new Olympic Record of 3:27.95 to give Ryan three gold medals in three events at his Olympic debut; and

WHEREAS, Ryan Murphy launched his professional swimming career on the eve of the 2017 Phillips 66 U.S. Summer Nationals where he qualified for the World Championships in the 200 meter backstroke by taking the gold medal in 1:54.30. Ryan added a pair of silver medals in the 50 and 100 meter backstroke to complete the backstroke triple for the Championships in Budapest. He also swam in the 100 meter freestyle final, finishing 8th; and
WHEREAS, Ryan Murphy won the 50 backstroke in an American record and U.S. Open record time of 24.24, securing his spot for the 2019 World Championships. He also won gold in the 100 backstroke (52.51) and 200 backstroke (1:54.15) at the Phillips 66 National Championships, putting him on the 2018 Pan-Pacific team. Murphy finished 15th in the 100 freestyle (48.98); and 
WHEREAS, Ryan Murphy had an excellent performance in the Pan-Pacific Swimming Championships, breaking the championship record in the morning of day 2 in the 100 backstroke with a 52.19 before besting that in finals with a 51.94 to win the gold medal. Ryan’s swim in the finals tied Aaron Piersol for the 3rd fastest performance of all time. On day 4, Murphy earned a pair of gold medals, first winning the 200 backstroke in a meet record of 1:53.57. He finished off his Pan-Pacific Swimming Championships performance with a gold medal in the men’s 4×100 medley relay, leading off for USA in a time of 52.70; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby congratulates and honors Bolles School graduate Ryan Murphy for his outstanding swimming performances in 2018 at the USA Swimming national championship and the Pan-Pacific Swimming Championship. His performances have brought tremendous credit and international notoriety to the Bolles School and to Jacksonville.    

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Richard Distel, City Council Research
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